Abstract
MATERIALS AND METHODS
types of habitats, slopes, and altitudes was conducted to locate areas within the Park where the four 138 species coexist. We selected six 600-m-diameter circular areas that are located at an altitude between 139 500 and 900 m on the south slope of the park and separated by at least 2 km (Fig. 1 ). By surveying a 140 relatively small area, we aimed to ensure that the four species were exposed to the same arthropod 141 communities and microclimate conditions. Thus, differences in the insect abundance across the plant 142 species were expected to be mostly related to the insect preference and performance and not to 143 differences in the flora and fauna spatial distributions. The common habitats within the sampling
144
sites were open Quercus ilex forests, Q. suber plantations, forest margins, and abandoned crop fields.
145
Other native Senecio species reported in the park (S. adonidifolius and S. viscosus) were absent in the and location (a total of 479 individuals) were tagged using a plastic label attached to the plant stem.
148
A GPS was used to ensure that the selected individuals were located within the targeted area. 
189
To estimate the effects of host plants on insect performance, the adult body mass of the two 
Natives Exotics

